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INTRODUCTION


What do you think of when you hear the words, “Old Age”? Grey hair? Poor vision? Bad hearing? Feebleness? Slow? Is it all negative? Juvenal said that old age is “more to be feared than death.” Jonathan Swift wrote, “Every man desires to live long, but no man would be old.” Yet, aging is a natural process that begins at conception. If we live long enough, the aging process will bring each one of us to that time called “old age.” The Psalmist David reached that time and cried out, “Do not cast me away when I am old; do not forsake me when my strength is gone.” Let us consider this matter.
I. SOCIETY IS YOUTH ORIENTED.

1. It glorifies youth in ads on TV, in magazines, newspapers.
2. It emphasizes appearance over substance.
3. It praises athleticism over intellect and accomplishment.

Remember, young people, what Solomon has to say to youth: “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come and the years approach when you will say, ‘I find no pleasure in them.’”
II. SOCIETY IS AGAINST THE AGED.

1. It forces the aged to retire regardless of ability.

2. It considers the aged to be useless and a burden.

3. It considers the aged to be old-fashioned and narrow-minded.

Friends, there is nothing wrong with praising youth, appearance, and athleticism. We also should praise and honor the aged for their accomplishments. Many aged persons continue to be productive citizens; few are useless burdens or narrow-minded. Each person is unique & has worth, regardless of age or accomplishment.
III. THE BIBLE SPEAKS ABOUT THE AGED.
1. The Bible calls for honor to be shown to one’s aged parents.

“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you” (Exodus 20:12). “Listen to your father, who gave you life, & do not despise your mother when she is old” (Proverbs 23:22).
2. The Bible calls for respect for the aged.
“Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God” (Leviticus 19:32).

3. The Bible calls for loving kindness to be shown to the aged (and the young).
“Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity” (1 Timothy 5:1-2).
CONCLUSION


God makes this promise to care for the aged: “Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you” (Isaiah 46:4). If God cares about the aged, let us not cast off or forsake them. Let us remember that we, too, by the grace of God, shall be aged someday. I pray that we all shall be able to say with Robert Browning’s Rabbi Ben Ezra, 
“Grow old along with me! The best is yet to be,
The last of life, for which the first was made.”
With God as YOUR God and Jesus as YOUR Savior, this statement can be true. If not, your lines will be, “Grow old along with me! The worst is yet to be.” Let God send His Son into your life so that you may truly experience the golden age in your senior years.
